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EAST REGION 

Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 

Elkhorn Wildlife Area Elk Distribution 
The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
Elkhorn Wildlife Area is managed primarily to 
minimize conflicts between elk and private 
agriculture in Baker Valley. The 8,836 acre Wildlife 
Area is spread across several parcels at the foothills 
of the Elkhorn Mountains. 
   
The primary Wildlife Area tracts were acquired in 
1971. Winter feed sites were established on these 
tracts to hold elk during winter and keep them 
away from crops and haystacks. Today, the 
department feeds 2,000 elk at 11 winter feed sites 
from mid-December through late-March.  

 
After nearly 50 years of operation, winter elk 
damage to haystacks, cattle feeding areas, and 
other agriculture operations in the area has been 
nearly eliminated. While winter damage has been 
significantly reduced, over time many elk have 
stopped migrating to high elevation mountain 
summer range and remain in low elevation 
agricultural areas causing some spring, summer, 
and fall damage problems.  
 
Last winter, Wildlife Area and Wildlife District 
staff captured 40 elk at three feed sites and 
outfitted them with GPS collars. This winter, staff 
will put out 35 more GPS collars at three 
additional feed sites. Data from these collars will 
be used to adjust hunt strategies, review the 

feeding program and nearby agricultural damage, 
and recreational benefit provided by these elk 
herds.  
 
Highway 97 Expansion and Wildlife Crossings 
U.S. Highway 97 is the main north-south 
transportation corridor through central Oregon 
carrying an average of 12,200 vehicles a day. It also 
runs through an important migration corridor for 
mule deer, affecting thousands of animals moving 
between summer range in the Cascade Mountains 
and winter range in the desert to the east. Based on 
a 2005-2010 department study, approximately 400 
deer are killed outright on U.S. 97 from mile 
marker 141 (south of Bend) to 241 (Spring Hill) 
each year. This is a minimum figure because it 
doesn’t include deer that are injured and die later. 
In addition, as traffic volumes increase, deer 
perceive the highway as a barrier and divert from 
their traditional migration routes to cross in areas 
with less vehicles or they simply fail to complete 
their migration.  
 
In an effort to reestablish deer migration routes 
and protect other species around the highway, 
ODFW, US Forest Service (USFS), and Oregon 
Department of Transportation (ODOT) partnered 
to develop and install the Lava Butte Wildlife 
Crossings Project along two miles of newly divided 
highway south of Bend. This project was 
completed in 2012 and includes two underpasses 
and fencing to restrict wildlife access to the 
highway. This resulted in a 93% reduction in deer 
vehicle collisions in the project area during the first 
two years of operation. 
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Recently, ODOT, USFS, and ODFW reconvened 

to begin scoping another project that will continue 

to widen and convert U.S. 97 to a divided four 

lane highway for six miles south of the Lava Butte 

Project. Biweekly meetings and field trips have 

resulted in a soon to be finalized conceptual plan 

that includes three proposed wildlife crossing 

structures. One of the structures could be an 

overpass which, if constructed, would be the first 

in Oregon. ODOT has been responsive to ODFW 

concerns about continued prioritization of wildlife 

passage and the interagency technical working 

group has been communicating well. We look 

forward to continued involvement in the project 

and future enhancement of wildlife movement 

around Highway 97. 

 

WEST REGION 

Steve Marx, Region Manager 
 

Strong Chum Salmon Returns - Chum salmon 
are the most widely distributed of the Pacific 
salmon, with populations located from Japan in 
the Western Pacific, north through Russia, across 
the Pacific Ocean to Alaska, and down the coast to 
California.  In Oregon, Chum salmon occur in the 
Lower Columbia River and along the coast, from 
the Necanicum River to the Coquille River.  Chum 
populations in rivers and creeks flowing into the 
lower Columbia River are listed as “threatened” 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA); their 
populations are not listed in coastal Oregon 
streams.  In response, ODFW and partners created 
the Lower Columbia Chum Salmon 
Reintroduction Project to establish a brood stock, 
guide restoration, and implement reintroduction 
for listed populations. Coastal chum populations 
are monitored as part of a coastal Oregon multi-
species Conservation Plan. 
 
Currently Oregon coast chum salmon abundance 
is monitored through a set of 22 spawning survey 
sites, some of which have been conducted since 
the late 1940’s. In 2015 and 2016, these “index 
sites” recorded unexpectedly large numbers of 
Chum salmon.  In each of these two years the 22 
surveys averaged over 400 chum salmon per mile, 
levels that haven’t been seen since the 1970’s.  In 
fact, 7 of the 22 surveys set record high counts of 

chum salmon in 2015, which were then broken in 
2016 by new record high counts in 4 of the 
surveys.  Good numbers of chum salmon were 
also observed in spawning surveys conducted for 
reintroduction monitoring and for monitoring 
other salmon species along the Oregon Coast and 
the Lower Columbia.  In the Big Creek area of the 
Lower Columbia, coded wire tags were recovered 
from many spawning fish, indicating a 
reintroduction broodstock origin.  More chum 
salmon were observed in these streams this year 
than in the last decade combined. 
 
Based on aging estimates from fish scales, chum 
salmon from Oregon typically live to be 3 to 5 
years old. Scale samples taken from chum salmon 
spawners in 2015 and 2016 will be analyzed by 
ODFW to determine which age groups 
contributed the most to the strong returns.  This 
information can be used to evaluate the 
environmental conditions these fish experienced 
that could have contributed to these surprisingly 
good number of Chum salmon along Oregon’s 
coast. 
 

 
 

Coyote Creek Northeast Management Plan - 
Staff prepared and presented a draft management 
plan for Coyote Creek Northeast, a 225-acre 
addition to Fern Ridge Wildlife Area (FRWA), at a 
public meeting earlier this month. Coyote Creek 
Northeast was approved for acquisition by the 
Commission in August 2015 though the 
Willamette Wildlife Mitigation Program (WWMP) 
to conserve and restore wetland and grassland 
habitats for wildlife.  The WWMP is funded by 
Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) through a 
15 year agreement between ODFW and BPA to 
settle federal wildlife habitat mitigation obligations 
in the Willamette Valley.   
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The plan provides direction for habitat restoration 
and management on the property and 
complements management on adjacent FRWA 
properties, including the 310 acre Coyote Creek 
South property also purchased through the 
WWMP.  The intent of the Coyote Creek NE plan 
is to contribute to landscape level habitat 
conservation that has the potential to greatly 
benefit Oregon Conservation Strategy priority 
species by creating habitats for declining grassland 
birds including the Western Meadowlark and 
Streaked Horned Lark, amphibians, reptiles, 
raptors, waterfowl, and other species. Specific 
goals outlined in the draft management include: 
 

 Restore and enhance wet prairie and vernal 
pools to benefit native species 

 Improve the quality of upland prairie and oak 
savannah habitats 

 Provide public use and access that is 
compatible with conservation goals 

 Monitor for management effectiveness, 
WWMP compliance and program 
implementation 

 
The completed plan will be submitted to 
Bonneville Power Administration for approval as 
required by the Willamette Settlement 
Agreement.  In the future, the plan will be 
incorporated through amendment into the Fern 
Ridge Wildlife Area management plan. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

Rick Hargrave, Deputy Administrator 
 

Connecting with Urban Communities  
The Information and Education Division (I&E) 
continues their work developing relationships with 

outdoor outreach 
organizations within 
the urban areas of 
Portland. One 
partnership ODFW 
forged is with 
N.O.D.R , a group 
with a popular urban 
fishing show on 
YouTube  The group’s 
main organizational 

mission is to help young people from urban 
communities (North & Northeast Portland) 
discover the fun of fishing and being outdoors. 
They credit fishing with 
saving their lives when they 
were growing up in southern 
California, as it kept them 
out of trouble. I&E’s angler 
education coordinator 
worked with members of 
N.O.D.R and Metro to create 
an event on Black Friday 
(Nov 25) to coincide with 
Free Fishing Weekend. The 
event at Blue Lake Park brought out more than 

300 community members to 
"Get Hooked!" at the family 
fishing day. The excitement was 
palpable as hundreds of kids 
(and adults) went fishing, many 
for the first time in their lives. 
Multi-generational families 
from a wide diversity of 
cultures, backgrounds, and 
neighborhoods all came 

together to enjoy a day of fishing. ODFW 
arranged for the lake to be stocked with 800 
rainbow trout and provided rods, reels, and bait. 
Angler education volunteers were on hand to 
provide assistance and encouragement and the 
park staff had volunteers on hand as well. At the 
end of the day it was obvious that a true 
partnership had been developed resulting in the 
beginning of a tradition for the community.  
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OCEAN SALMON AND COLUMBIA 
RIVER PROGRAM 
Tucker Jones, Ocean Salmon and Columbia River 
Program Manager 
 

An update on the pilot year of OSCRP’s “Zone 
6” Recreational Creel Survey. 
The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
sampled the recreational fishery in the impounded 
mainstem Columbia River upstream of Bonneville 
Dam to the Oregon/Washington state line (aka, 
“Zone 6”). The survey focused on Pacific 
Salmonids, including spring, summer and fall 
Chinook salmon, steelhead trout, Sockeye salmon, 
and Coho salmon. Other sport fish species 
including White Sturgeon, Walleye, and black bass 
were also sampled. 
 
The objective of the creel survey was to collect 
accurate recreational harvest information to 
supplement and inform current harvest modeling 
efforts. Where mainstem Columbia River fisheries 
overlapped with tributary fisheries, the survey 
distinguished between tributary and mainstem 
catch and effort. An example would be the mouth 
of the Deschutes River where Heritage Landing 
serves as a launch site for both mainstem and 
tributary fisheries. The results of the survey will be 
used to supplement and potentially replace the 
current catch card methodology, which has a 
multi-year lag time to report annual non-tribal 
catch under the US v. Oregon Agreement and 
annual take of ESA-listed species to the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).  
 
The survey was designed and implemented in 
communication with Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife to encompass the entirety of the 
impounded lower Columbia River mainstem in 
Washington and Oregon. The Zone 6 Fishery was 
broken into four reaches separated by Federal 
hydropower dams with each reach representing its 
own distinct sampling unit. For our 2016 pilot 
year, the fishery was surveyed using a roving-
access design based loosely on the existing Zone 6 
Sturgeon Creel Survey administered by WDFW. 
Creel clerks conducted one to three index counts 
per day per pool along a pre-specified travel route 
at randomly designated times throughout the 
survey day. Effort and catch data were collected 
via angler interviews. Interviews were conducted at 

more than 32 developed public or joint-use fishing 
launches and known bank access sites. 
 

 
 

Qualitative review of preliminary data confirms 
some established assumptions regarding the fishery 
and provides interesting anecdotes regarding non-
salmonid fisheries. Our 2016 pilot year confirmed 
that the majority of catch and effort appears to 
come from the boat fishery due to limited bank 
access from private land and railroad and freeway 
rights-of-way. Also, 2016 saw significant effort 
expended by anglers targeting walleye and bass, 
particularly in The Dalles and John Day pools. 
These efforts were rewarded with substantial 
catches of both species. Bass angling was 
particularly successful during the mid-summer 
period and anglers braving late-Fall weather were 
rewarded with sizable catches of walleye during a 
two to three week period around Thanksgiving. 
The data collected in 2016 will be used to select, 
design, and implement a more complete and 
permanent sampling and analysis protocol to be 
implemented in 2017. Lessons learned in 2016 
have laid the groundwork for future success. 

 

OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 

As we close out 2016, Oregon State Police Fish & 
Wildlife Division Troopers have been busy 
enforcing regulations and fielding multiple 
questions regarding the commercial Dungeness 
crab fishery, as well as other winter enforcement 
priorities.  The following are just a few summaries 
relating to such.   
 
On the south coast, Troopers worked with U.S. 
Coast Guard personnel using air and at-sea assets, 
to ensure compliance with listed regulations.  
During the opening of the commercial Dungeness 
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crab season, Trooper Mullins flew with the U.S. 
Coast Guard throughout the south coast observing 
multiple vessels, none of which were out of 
compliance. 
 
Senior Trooper Rushton assisted the Coast Guard 
with an inspection of a commercial crabbing vessel 
which became inoperable at sea and had to be 
towed by the Coast Guard into the Port of 
Brookings. Senior Trooper Rushton ensured 
licensing and necessary documentation were in 
possession and in compliance. 
 
Sergeant Thompson and Senior Troopers Farrar 
and Keeler worked the docks in Port Orford and 
Brookings over a three day period for commercial 
crab enforcement.  One vessel was found to be in 
possession of 79 pounds of undersize crab, 
totaling 9.7% of the landing.  The operator had no 
history of undersize crab and a new deckhand took 
responsibility for the mistake.  That deckhand was 
cited for unlawful take undersize commercial 
Dungeness crab.  The vessel operator and other 
crewmembers were warned for the same 
violation.  A number of other vessel operators 
were warned for small numbers of undersize 
Dungeness crab over the three day period. 
 

 
 

Sergeant Warwick received a call from a subject 

who found a dead cow elk located near a fresh gut 

pile from a second elk.  Sergeant Warwick 

responded and determined that both elk were 

likely killed the several days prior.  Sergeant 

Warwick narrowed down the controlled hunt lists 

to a short list of suspects and started calling each 

by phone.  One hunter was found to have killed a 

cow elk the previous Saturday morning at the 

location of the wasted cow and gut pile.  The 

subject agreed to meet for an interview, during 

which it was determined that he did not have any 

idea that he had hit a second elk.  The subject was 

cited for Exceeding the Annual Bag Limit of Elk. 
 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy 
Coordinator   
 

In November, the Wildlife Division organized the 
combined Habitat Conservation Stamp, Upland 
Game Bird Stamp, and Waterfowl Stamp Art 
Contest and Show at the Duck Pond Cellars 
winery in Dundee, Oregon. The art judges 
included Commissioner Bob Webber, Tom Wolf 
(Trout Unlimited), Esther Lev (The Wetlands 
Conservancy), Holly Michael (Western Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies), and Dan Kim 
(Portland State University). There were a total of 
67 art entries submitted from across the nation. 
The winning artist from each competition received 
a $2,000 prize award, and their artwork will be 
featured on the program’s 2017 stamp and art 
prints. The winning artwork of the Habitat 
Conservation Stamp will be featured on the 
Conservation Cuvee Lot #5 wine label. 
 
Art entries (34) for the Habitat Conservation 
Stamp contest featured a variety of species from 
the Oregon Conservation Strategy, including birds, 
mammals, plants, and invertebrates. The winner 
was Craig Fairbert of Tony, Wisconsin with his 
painting of the Ferruginous Hawk. Although this 
was his first year participating in the agency’s art 
competition, Fairbert has been the winner of 12 
state stamp competitions in Wisconsin and 
Colorado.  
 
Richard Clifton of Milford, Delaware won the 
Waterfowl Stamp contest with his acrylic painting 
of a pair of Gadwall. Clifton’s attention to detail 
makes the winning entry look very realistic and 
life-like. Clifton is a self-taught artist who has 
painted 44 duck stamps, including a federal duck 
stamp. Eighteen entries were submitted to the 
Waterfowl Stamp contest.  
 
Mickey Schilling of Loveland, Colorado won the 
Upland Game Bird Stamp contest with his oil 
painting of a Ring-necked Pheasant. Schilling’s 
winning entry highlights the vibrant colors of a 
rooster pheasant. Schilling is a professional artist 
that focuses on wildlife fine art. His artwork is 
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displayed from coast to coast in museums, zoos, 
parks, and nature centers. Fifteen entries were 
submitted to the Upland Game Bird stamp 
contest. 
 
After the art judging, the doors were opened to the 
public for the ODFW Art Show and Duck Pond 
Wine Tasting Event. The event provides the 
opportunity for the public to learn more about the 
agency’s programs, and the species that inhabit 
Oregon. This was the fourth year Duck Pond 
Cellars produced a Conservation Cuvee wine (Lot 
#1-4) featuring the winner of the Habitat 
Conservation Stamp contest. Duck Pond donates 
$5 per bottle sold to the ODFW Conservation 
Program. The partnership has been a great success. 
Duck Pond has donated more than $20,000 to the 
program, and the event has allowed ODFW to 
reach a greater and more diverse audience. 
 

 
2017 Habitat Conservation Stamp Winner 

 

 
2017 Waterfowl Stamp Winner 

 

 
2017 Upland Game Bird Winner 
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